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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Pursuant to the duty of disclosure imposed by 37 CF.R. § 1 .56 and in accordance with 
the provisions of 37 CF.R. §§ 1.97, 1.98 and the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure 609, 
Applicants bring to the attention of the Examiner the following information. The Examiner's 
independent and thorough review of this information is solicited. 

Attached hereto please find Form PTO-1449 listing the cited references. Copies of the 
cited references are also enclosed. The Examiner is requested to indicate consideration of each 
reference by initialing in the appropriate box for each reference, and returning an initialed copy 
with the next Official Action. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed pursuant to 37 CF.R. § 1 .56 to bring to 
the Examiner's attention those references which may be material to the Examiner for 
examination of this case. However, the citation of the above references in this Information 
Disclosure Statement is not intended to constitute an admission that any patent or other reference 
referred to herein is "prior art" for this invention. In this regard, Applicants expressly reserve the 
right to contest that any of the references constitute "prior art." 

No fee is believed to be necessary for the consideration of this Information Disclosure 
Statement since it is being filed within three months of the filing date and before the receipt of an 
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Office Action on the merits. However, if a fee is required, please charge our Deposit Account 
No. 50-1775 and notify us of the same. 
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Mark W. Binder, Reg. No. 32,642 
KAGAN BINDER, PLLC 
Suite 200 Maple Island Building 
221 Main Street North 
Stillwater, Minnesota 55082 
Phone: 651-275-9805 
Facsimile: 651-351-2900 

MWB/2632 



I KB J13» I 



Page 1 of 1 



Pi8^|^^^49 U.S. Department of Commerce 
r atent ano i raaemarK tjnice 


Atty. Docket No. 
PIL0053/US 


Serial No. 
10/027,276 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Applicant 

James W. Finkowski et al. 




Filing Date 


Group 




December 21, 2001 


1722 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initial 



Document 
Number 



3,458,970 



5,664,485 



Date 



8/5/69 



9/9/97 



Name 



F. R. Reid et al. 



McDilda et al. 



Class 



Subclass 



Filing Date 
If Appropriate 



5,814,360 



9/29/98 



McDilda et al. 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Name 



Document 
Number 



Date 



Country 



Class 



Subclass 



Translation 
Yes/No 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 




EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line 
through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
applicant. ^ 



— 



MWB/2632 



